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Summons to and
Agenda for a

Meeting on

Thursday, 14th July,
2022

at 10.00 am






To:

DEMOCRATIC SERVICES
SESSIONS HOUSE
MAIDSTONE

Wednesday, 6 July 2022

All Members of the County Council

A meeting of the County Council will be held in the Council Chamber, County Hall,
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ on Thursday, 14th July, 2022 at 10.00 am to deal with the
following business. The meeting is scheduled to end by 4.30 pm.

10.

11.

AGENDA

Apologies for Absence

Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other
Significant Interests in items on the agenda

Minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2022 and, if in order, to be (Pages 1 - 16)
approved as a correct record

Corporate Parenting Panel - Minutes for noting (Pages 17 - 26)

Minutes of the meeting held on 16 February and 13 April 2022 — for
noting.

Chairman's Announcements
Questions

Report by Leader of the Council (Oral)

Ofsted Inspection of Children's Services (Pages 27 - 44)
Review of the Headstart Programme (Pages 45 - 84)
Local Transport Plan 5 (LPT5) Update (Pages 85 - 94)

End of Year Performance Report - 2021/22 (Pages 95 - 148)



12.

13.

14.

Annual Report on Urgent Decisions
Pension Board - review of Terms of Reference

Motions for Time Limited Debate

Motion 1

Motion for Time Limited Debate — Devolved Government for
Kent

Proposer: Mike Baldock
Seconder: Antony Hook

Background information provided by the Green & Independent
Group

The recent Levelling Up White Paper has formalised the
Government’s purported desire to devolve more power and
responsibility to local authorities, recognising that local
communities need to be empowered to deliver substantive and
sustainable change based on local democratic priorities.

The Welsh Parliament, Scottish Parliament, London Assembly and
Northern Ireland Assembly have produced substantial change in
their areas by devolving legislative powers to the people through
their elected representatives.

Kent has a strong distinctive identity, sense of place and set of
opportunities and challenges that warrant constitutional recognition
and greater autonomy.

The creation of a Kent Assembly, with legislative powers, will
increase local control and ensure that directly elected
representatives have more power to deliver policies that reflect the
needs of Kent residents.

Motion

The County Council resolves;

to establish a cross-party working group to oversee a feasibility
study into devolved government for Kent, based on an elected

assembly with legislative powers similar to the powers of other
devolved parliaments and assemblies.

(Pages 149 - 160)

(Pages 161 - 174)



Motion 2

Motion for Time Limited Debate — Play Streets

Proposed by: Kelly Grehan
Seconded by: Alister Brady

Introduction:

In 2016, the World Health Organisation published a report on
‘Ending Childhood Obesity’.* It stressed how childhood experience
can have an important influence on life-long physical activity habits.
In short, what we experience as a child will impact — positively or
negatively — on how active we are for the rest of our lives. NHS
guidelines state that children aged 5-18 need an hour each day of
what they call ‘moderate to vigorous physical activity’ to remain
healthy and well.? However, evidence shows that a staggering 80%
of UK children® are not getting the required level of exercise, and
that this is fuelling all kinds of growing health problems in children,
including clinical obesity and mental ill-health - and this is before
we even begin to consider the impacts of the pandemic on activity
levels.

Background information provided by the Labour Group:

e A child’s right to play is enshrined in Article 31 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.*

e Research shows that play is fundamental to children’s
physical, social, mental and emotional development, as well
as to their immediate happiness and wellbeing.”

e A great way of encouraging children and young people to
play outdoors is to create a ‘play street’. A play street is an
event where a road is closed off to traffic for a few hours on
a regular basis so that children have a safe space to play
freely.

e Legislation such as the 1874 Town Police Clauses Act and
the 1984 Road Traffic Regulation Act can reasonably be
used as a basis for implementing play streets.

e With council permission and general consensus from
neighbours, residents legally close the road to through-
traffic, using ‘Road Closed’ signs and cones (in this respect,

! World Health Organisation, ‘Ending Childhood Obesity’ — available here:
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/204176/9789241510066_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

’ National Health Services (NHS), ‘Physical activity guidelines for children and young people’ — available here:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-guidelines/physical-activity-guidelines-children-and-young-
people/#:~:text=Children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%205%20t0%2018%20should%3A,a%20day%20across
%20the%20week

* Science Focus, ‘85% of UK children are not getting enough exercise, WHO report finds’ — available here:
https://www.sciencefocus.com/news/85-per-cent-of-uk-children-are-not-getting-enough-exercise-who-report-finds/
* United Nations, ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’ — available here: https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child#:~:text=Article%2031,-
1.&text=States%20Parties%20recognize%20the%20right,cultural%20life%20and%20the%20arts.

> American Academy of Pediatrics, ‘The Importance of Play in Promoting Healthy Child Development and Maintaining
Strong Parent-Child Bonds’ — available here: https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/119/1/182/70699/The-
Importance-of-Play-in-Promoting-Healthy-Child ?autologincheck=redirected



https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/204176/9789241510066_eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-guidelines/physical-activity-guidelines-children-and-young-people/#:~:text=Children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%205%20to%2018%20should%3A,a%20day%20across%20the%20week
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-guidelines/physical-activity-guidelines-children-and-young-people/#:~:text=Children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%205%20to%2018%20should%3A,a%20day%20across%20the%20week
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/exercise-guidelines/physical-activity-guidelines-children-and-young-people/#:~:text=Children%20and%20young%20people%20aged%205%20to%2018%20should%3A,a%20day%20across%20the%20week
https://www.sciencefocus.com/news/85-per-cent-of-uk-children-are-not-getting-enough-exercise-who-report-finds/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child#:~:text=Article%2031,-1.&text=States%20Parties%20recognize%20the%20right,cultural%20life%20and%20the%20arts
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child#:~:text=Article%2031,-1.&text=States%20Parties%20recognize%20the%20right,cultural%20life%20and%20the%20arts
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child#:~:text=Article%2031,-1.&text=States%20Parties%20recognize%20the%20right,cultural%20life%20and%20the%20arts
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/119/1/182/70699/The-Importance-of-Play-in-Promoting-Healthy-Child?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/119/1/182/70699/The-Importance-of-Play-in-Promoting-Healthy-Child?autologincheck=redirected

the model is not too dissimilar from the way in which the
Jubilee street parties were organised). Residents still have
vehicle access and can leave their cars parked on the road.
Volunteer stewards (usually residents) stand at each end of
the street and walk in front of any moving vehicles to keep it
safe.

e The minimum cost of implementation is the administrative
duty of processing the temporary road closure applications,
and the setting up of the scheme. Additional costs may be
incurred for the provision of road signs and cones. Costs are
generally kept to a minimum by encouraging residents to
sign a reasonable indemnity clause rather than insisting on
public liability insurance.® Indeed, it is important to note that
the risk of liability remains low — according to ‘Playing Out’,
the community group which kickstarted the original idea, no
liability claims have been made as a result of a playing out
session, with over 1,200 streets having played out across
the UK (as of winter 2021).’

e The Local Authority itself is not responsible for the event,
although it should be noted that neither public liability
insurance nor an indemnity clause would indemnify the
Local Authority from anything that it may be negligent of,
such as faulty pavements.®

e Nonetheless, 91 councils are now actively supporting the
playing out model and many have specific street play
policies in place.’

e Research undertaken by the University of Bristol has shown
that at play street sessions children are three to five times
more active than they would be on a ‘normal’ day after
school.*°

e Playing out in the street allows children to make new friends
of different ages and backgrounds, while also allowing them
to get to know some of the adults in their street.

e Research has also shown that play street sessions lead to
increased community connection and belonging. This has
made a real difference to residents, both during and after
Covid.

® Playing Out, ‘FAQs for Local Authorities’ — available here: https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/fags-
local-authorities/

7 Playing Out, ‘Insurance for street play — some thoughts’ — available here: https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-
for-councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/

® playing Out, ‘Legislation and Liability’ — available here: https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-
councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/

° Playing Out, ‘All Active Areas’ — available here: https://playingout.net/nearby-
you/localauthoritydirectory/?showall=1

1% University of Bristol, ‘Why temporary street closures for play make sense for public health’ (Play England: 2016) —
available here: https://playingout.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Play-England Why-temporary-street-closures-
make-sense-for-public-health.pdf



https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/faqs-local-authorities/
https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/faqs-local-authorities/
https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/
https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/
https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/
https://playingout.net/play-streets/info-for-councils/legislation-and-liability/public-liability/
https://playingout.net/nearby-you/localauthoritydirectory/?showall=1
https://playingout.net/nearby-you/localauthoritydirectory/?showall=1
https://playingout.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Play-England_Why-temporary-street-closures-make-sense-for-public-health.pdf
https://playingout.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Play-England_Why-temporary-street-closures-make-sense-for-public-health.pdf

Motion:
The County Council resolves:

e To undertake a feasibility study to assess the benefits and
risks of implementing play schemes across the county;

e To assess whether or not the implementation of such a
scheme could be cost-neutral, possibly through sponsorship
by local businesses or through Member Grant funding; and

e On the proviso that the above conditions are met, the
Executive should roll out a pilot scheme within the next 12
months.

Benjamin Watts
General Counsel
03000 416814



